Oral functional outcome after intraoral reconstruction with nasolabial flaps.
In this study, the functional and aesthetic outcome of patients with nasolabial flaps in the floor of the mouth was examined. Sixteen patients underwent reconstruction of the floor of the mouth with 19 nasolabial flaps after resection of a squamous cell carcinoma. Eight patients received postoperative radiotherapy. The patients were questioned concerning oral disabilities. Speech, mastication, deglutition, oral continence and the aesthetic result were evaluated. Two-point discrimination, temperature sensation and blunt-sharp discrimination of the intraoral flaps were tested. Speech and the wearing of dentures were hardly affected. Consumption of solid foods caused moderate problems in half of the patients. No sensibility problems were found. The aesthetic deformity was minimal. The use of nasolabial flaps in patients with limited defects of the anterior floor of the mouth after tumor resection showed adequate functional and aesthetic results.